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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Aug. 5 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the District of Columbia’s 
Fiscal Year 2005 Budget Request 
August 5, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with my constitutional author-

ity and section 446 of the District of Co-
lumbia Self-Governmental Reorganization 
Act, as amended, I am transmitting the 
District of Columbia’s Fiscal Year 2005 
Budget Request Act. 

The proposed Fiscal Year 2005 Budget 
Request Act reflects the major pro-
grammatic objectives of the Mayor and the 
Council of the District of Columbia. For 

Fiscal Year 2005, the District estimates 
total revenues and expenditures of $6.26 
billion.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. 

Remarks in Saginaw, Michigan 
August 5, 2004 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. Thanks for coming. Thanks for 
having me here. I’m here to ask for the 
vote, and I’m here to ask for your help. 
It’s been a great turnout. Thanks for com-
ing.

It’s going to be an interesting campaign. 
We have big differences of opinion. For 
example, we have a difference of opinion 
over the heart and soul of America. See, 
my opponents believe you can find the 
heart and soul of America in Hollywood. 
I think you can find it right here in Sagi-
naw, Michigan. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.!

The President. That’s not the only thing 
my opponent seems a little confused about. 
The other day in Ohio, he said that there’s 
nothing better than Buckeye football, pe-
riod.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Then he came to Michi-

gan. First he told the crowd, ‘‘I go for 
the Buckeye football. That’s where I’m 
coming from.’’ No, I know, that’s not what 

the Michigan folks were expecting to hear. 
[Laughter] Then he remembered where he 
was and he called an audible. [Laughter]
He said that the University of Michigan 
was a powerhouse of a team. You see, my 
opponent is a Washington politician who’s 
taken both sides of just about every issue, 
including Big Ten football. 

Listen, I want to thank you for wel-
coming Vice President Cheney here a cou-
ple of months ago. I admit it, he’s not 
the prettiest face on the ticket. [Laughter]
That’s not why I picked him. I picked him 
because of his judgment, his experience, 
his ability to do the job. Everywhere I go, 
the crowds are big, the enthusiasm is high, 
the signs are good. With your help, Dick 
Cheney and I will win 4 more years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. I am—my only regret is 
that Laura is not traveling with me. She 
is a great wife, a wonderful mother, and 
a excellent First Lady for our country. I’m 
really proud of her. I’m really proud of 
her. I’m going to give you some reasons 
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